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Winners all around at Albany Wine & Dine festival

Chefs, mixologists show their best creations at benefit for arts groups
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Attendees at the gala dinner for last weekends Albany Chefs' Food & Wine Festival: Wine & Dine for the Arts included, from left, lla Patel, Subrina
Dhammi, Angana Patel, festical board member Neerav Patel and News Channel 13 co-anchor and event emcee Benita Zahn. The gala for the

10th annual festival was held at the Albany Capital Center in Albany. (Photo by Joe Putrock/Special to the Times Union)
Joe Putrock

The 10th-anniversary Wine & Dine for the Arts festival, held last weekend in Albany, was projected to be one

of the largest ever in terms of attendance as a result of a move last year from its longtime home, the Hilton

Albany, to the Empire State Plaza, and the gala dinner this year moving from the plaza to Albany Capital
Center.

Nearly 600 tickets were sold for Saturday night’s gala, up about 20 percent because of the larger room. Overall,

the festival attracted about 2,800 people, organizers said.
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Below are the winners for various competitions held over the weekend.

Signature Chefs Invitational: Fabrizio Facchini, Taverna Novo, Saratoga Springs. Facchini’s win earns him a
place as one of the chefs cooking for the gala for 2020. Invitational chefs were given a mystery basket with

trout, rabbit, chickpeas and eggplant. Facchini made an appetizer of smoked trout with pappardelle and

chickpeas; his entree was fried rabbit with orange, pomegranate molasses and mint, with eggplant seasoned

with thyme and olive oil.
Bloody mary competition:

People’s choice: Logan Hoffis, Nicole’s Restaurant, Albany. The Bloody Italian, with roasted tomato, plum
tomato, fresh basil, cherry pepper, lemon and pesto, garnished with tomato, mozzarella and basil crystals. Will

be added to Nicole’s cocktail menu in a week or so.
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Judges’ choice: Ysrael "Izzy” Quezada, Ama Cocina, Albany. Maria Envidiosa (Envious Mary), a green bloody
mary with salsa verde, green grape juice, kiwi juice, mango, pickled serrano and cucumber vodka, rimmed with

celery salt and green peppercorn. Available for Saturday brunch starting this weekend.

Manhattan competition:

People’s choice: Logan Hoffis, Nicole’s Restaurant. Roasted Fighattan, with bourbon, Carpano Antica,

Montenegro Amaro, reduction of sherry and roasted fig, black-walnut bitters; and Bourbon Americano, with

bourbon, espresso, hazelnut liqueur and Averna Amaro. Will be added to Nicole’s cocktail menu in a week or

SO.

Judges’ choice: Olivia Savas, 677 Prime, Albany. Manhattan Experience, with bourbon, sweet vermouth,
aquavit, banana liqueur, mole bitters and cacao nibs; and Tai’d Up in Delhi, with bourbon, pineapple liqueur,
orange curacao, orgeat syrup, lime juice and cardamom bitters. Will be available at 677 Prime starting this

week.
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Slider Slam:

People’s choice: Zach Simard and Elliott Vogel, Daley’s on Yates, Schenectady. French onion-braised short
rib, cheddar sauce, crisp parsnip and sorrel, brioche bun. Available as an appetizer at Daley’s on Yates starting

this week and at Old Daley on Crooked Lake for 10 weeks of weeks of winter dining starting Thursday, Jan. 24.

Judges’ choice: Jaime Ortiz and Ken Kehn, 677 Prime. Tandoori beef, mango chutney, lime pickle, raita,
Kashmir chiles, cucumber and cilantro. Likely to be available at 677 Prime on an occasional basis as a daily

feature starting as soon as this week.

Final net proceeds from the festival are still being totaled but they were expected to exceed $110,000, bringing
Wine & Dine’s 10-year total to more than $1 million. (The total after the first nine years was $925,000.) Main
beneficiaries of the 2019 festival are the Albany Barn, Capital Repertory Theatre, Palace Theatre and Park
Playhouse. Secondary beneficiaries are Albany Center Gallery, Albany Institute of History & Art, Albany

Symphony, Black Dimension in Art, Capitaland Chorus, Capital Cinema, eba Dance and Steamer No. 10.
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Reach Steve on
Steve Barnes has worked at the Times Union since 1996, served as arts editor for six years, and since 2005 has been a senior
writer.

Since 2006, Steve has passed along his knowledge, or at least his opinions, to young writers as a journalism instructor at the
University at Albany.

Contact him at (518) 454-5489
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